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Foreword

One of the leguons we seem destined to
relearn again and again is that institu-
tions, whether in the public or private
sector, must suceessfully manage change.
Unless there i3 a continuing commitment
to renewal, organizations oasify and
gradually become irrelevant in the
contemporary world. Newspapers report
almost daily about organizations that
have failed to learn this simple lesson.

Through the adoption of a Long Range
Flan in 1387°, the National Library of
Medicine i mesting its commitment to
manapging change, The Plan is a living
document that guides NLM decision-
making. It wisely predicted that certain
areas would need special attention in the
future, and, under the direction of

the Board of Regenta, the Library sub-
sequently brought togpether panels to
look at outreach and medieal imaging.

Cme of the goals for the Library identi-
fied in the 1987 Plan was to review its
information serviees in eertain public
health areas, namely, thoee dealing with
toxicology and environmental health. A
FPlanning Panel was assembled and
instructed by the Board to address these
concerns. With this step, the Board
initiated a planning process that moved
forward with remarkable efficiency and
ended with laudable resuplts. The Panel
was asked by the Board to address iasues
such a3 the near- and long-term needs of
various uger communities for informa-

tion about toxicology and environmental
health; the commonalities and
differences for such groups as health
care providers, legislators, regulators,
scientists, emergency response teams,
and the public; the adequacy of existing
information resources for present and
foreseeable future information needs of
these groups; the appropriate focus of
WNLM's efforts in this area; how NWLM
might improve access to its information
services; and what new opportunitics
should be addressed by NLM (including
opportunities stemming from new
scientifie discoveries, opportunities that
are technolopy driven, opportunities
resulting from the emergence of now
clagses of users, and opportunities that
call for new collaborations with govern-
ment agencies or other organizations).

The Board, on Octoher 2, 1992,
unanimeously approved the report for
incarporation in the Long Kange Plan
and applauded the leadership of ita Co-
Chairs, Edward M. Brandt, Jr., M.,
FPh.D., and Gilbert 5. Umenn, MDD,
Fh.D., and the hard work of all the
members and the involved Library staff
MNow beging the challenge—to assemble
the resources and to implement the
recommendations,

Lowrence Cohn, MDD,
Chetrman, Board of Regents
National Library of Medioine

*Matienal Library of 2edicine, Leng ranpe plan; repart of the NMLM Boared of Hegents, Bethesda, M -

Mational Library of Medicine, Junuary 1987,



Preface

The publication of Rachel Carson’s Silent
Spring in 1962 pounded a wake-up call
to aociety, and worldwide coneern about
the deleterious effects of toxic zpents on
man and the environment has been
increasing ever Rince.

Scientific inguirtes into the nature and
seriousness of these effects are prowing,
and governmental action, particalarly in
the United States and the other industri-
alized countries, to identify, prevent or
at least alleviate such effects through
laws, regulations, and public education
are on the upswing. As with any area of
science and technology, it is appropriate
to examine the informoation base and the
related information dissemiination infra-
structure that supports these inquiries
and activities,

For the last twenty-five vears, the
Mational Library of Medicine, through
its Toxicolopy Information Program, has
been a leader in making information in
toxicology and environmental health
available to the professional communi-
ties that need it. While these subject
areas and the related NLM activities
wera touched on briefly in the Library's
1987 Long RHange Plan, there was not
sufficient time then to examine them in
detail and make recommendations for
relevant NLM inifiatives. It was, there-
fore, apprapriate and timely for the
Library's Board of Regents to asle that o
Panel of Experts be assembled to re-

evaluate the goals, ohjectives, and seope
of NLM's Toxicology Information Pro-
gram conzidering current and likely
future requircments for information and
data in toxicology and environmental
health, as well az likely advances for
tochnology for information scisness.

The Panel’s analyses, conclusions and
recommendations are aet forth in this
report, which represents much rerious
dizenasion and diligent work on the part
of the Panel members, We did not reach
our conclusions lightly, and we did so in
full recognition of the serious fiscal
constraints faced by the Federal govern-
ment. Nevertheless, it is our judgment
that the provision of toxdcology and
envirenmental health information to a
wide variety of uzers is a timely and
important Federal investment., The
members of the Panel gave generously of
their time and talent, and we thank
them on hehalf of the Library. We are
aleo grateful ta Dr. Donald A B.
Lindherg, the Director of the National
Library of Medicine, and to the capable
NLM ataff whao assisted us throughout
our deliberationa; their good work made
our tasks pasier.

Edweard N. Brandt, Jr, MDD, Ph.D.

Gilhert 8. Omenn, M1}, PRI

Co-Chairs, NLM Long Range
Planning Panefl on Toxicology
and Environmental Health
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